THE NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA'S LIFE AND WORK
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OF the "bodily presence of him who was known to
the world as Vivekananda, all that remains to-day is
a bowl of ashes. - The light that has burned in
seclusion during the last five years by our river side,
has gone out now. The great voice that rang out
across the nations is hushed in death. Life came
often to this mighty soul as storm and pain. But the
end was peace. Silently, at the close of evensong,
on a dark night of Kali, came the benediction of
death. The weary and tortured body was laid down
gently and the triumphant spirt was restored to the
eternal samadhi.

He passed, when the laurels ofs his first achieve-
ments weje yet green. He passed, when new and
greater calls were ringing in his ears. Quietly, in
the beautiful home of his illness, the intervening
years with some few breaks, went by amongst plants
-a^nd animals, unostentatiously training the disciples
who gathered rounAh!m, silently ignoring the great
fame that had shone iipon his name. Man-making
was his own stern brief summary of the work that